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NEW CHALLENGES, NEW PARTNERS, 

MORE SUCCESS FOR ALL 

“Perhaps the truth depends on a walk around the lake.” 

Wallace Stevens 

 

The project idea was born after a successful cooperation 

between the municipality of Iseo and some of the other 

partners, which every year since 2010 realized in Iseo a 

cultural event called “Festival dei Laghi”. 

Willing to strengthen this cooperation, to extend it also to 

the environmental, social and economic dimension of lakes 

and to set it in the European context, the network was 

extended to several European towns and nEUlakes was 

agreed and elaborated through close consultations between 

all partners. All partners are municipalities located close to 

lakes which intend to valorize their lake heritage. 

The project intends to raise citizens’ awareness on the main 

EU policies and funding programs relevant for project’s 

themes (environment, cultural cooperation, social inclusion 

and inclusive growth) and to actively involve citizens and 

their representatives to discuss experiences and innovative 

ideas on how to valorise their lake heritage, in order to 

promote cultural cooperation, environment protection, 

social inclusion and sustainable economic growth (both 

elaborating best practices for local action and activating 

European synergies). 

The general aim is to establish a structured cooperation 

among European citizens to exchange best practices and 

discuss innovative ideas on how to valorise their lakes in 

social, cultural, environmental and economic terms within 

the framework of the EU strategy for sustainable and 

http://www.neulakes.eu/
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inclusive growth (Lisbon strategy, Europe 2020 and related 

policies). 

“nEUlakes” project brings together citizens from different 

European countries to share experiences and discuss 

innovative ideas on the valorisation of lakes from a social, 

cultural, environmental and economic point of view within 

the framework of European integration and of the EU 

strategy for sustainable and inclusive growth. 

“nEUlakes” intends to establish long-lasting cooperation 

between municipalities from several European countries on 

the valorisation of lakes with an holistic approach. The 

strong interest to cooperate derives by the fact that involved 

towns share similar environmental, social and economic 

characteristics and that synergies at European level will 

increase know-how and raise the effectiveness of local 

development initiatives. Potentialities for cooperation are 

very high and involve several dimensions of citizens’ life: 

 cultural dimension: lakes thoroughly influenced 

local identities, such as tradition, oenogastronomy, 

artisanship, habits, etc. 

 environmental dimension: biodiversity protection, 

water management, waste management 

 social dimension: sport, free time, active ageing, 

volunteering 

 economic dimension: sustainable tourism and 

related economic activities (restaurants, hotels, 

excursions, museum) 
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CONTACTS 

Denis Guillermand  
- President CCLA -

ccla@ccla.fr 

Stéphanie Courte-Fontaine  

- Vice President 

Department for Culture – 

astepicasso@hotmail.fr 

 
AIGUEBELETTE-LE-LAC (FRANCE) 

Aiuebelette-le-Lac is a commune 

with 253 inhabitants, in the 

Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes region in 

the south east of France. It is 

named after the Lac 

d’Aiguebelette, one of the largest 

natural lakes of France. It is home 

to one or more prehistoric pule dwelling (or stilt house) settlements that 

are part of the Prehistoric Pile dwellings around the Alps UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. The lake is very popular among rowing lovers.  

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACTS 

Luca Pissoglio 

- Mayor - 

pissoglioluca@bluewin.ch 

 

Paola Bernasconi 

- Secretary of the Local 

Authority - 

paola.bernasconi@ascona.

ch 

 

 
ASCONA (SWITZERLAND) 

 Ascona is a municipality with 

5800 inhabitants, which is 

located on the shore of Lake 

Maggiore in the Swiss district 

of Locarno (Canton Ticino). 

Ascona is famous for its mild 

climate and its Old Town. The 

lake promenade is dotted with street cafés and the visitors can enjoy the 

Mediterranean atmosphere of the picturesque marina. The town is a 

popular tourist destination and holds a yearly jazz festival, the Ascona 

Jazz Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:ccla@ccla.fr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prehistoric_Pile_dwellings_around_the_Alps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO_World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO_World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
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CONTACTS 

Janez Fajfar 

- Mayor - 

Janez.fajfar@bled.si 

 

Bojana Lukan 

- Assistant - 

bojana.lukan@bled.si 

 

 
BLED (SLOVENIA) 

 Bled is an alpine town (6500 

inhabitants), alongside glacial 

Lake Bled in north-western 

Slovenia. It is most notable as 

a popular tourist destination in 

the Upper Carniola region and 

in Slovenia as whole, 

attracting visitors from abroad, as well. Thanks to its bewitching natural 

beauty, Bled and the surrounding area ranks among the most beautiful 

alpine resorts. Bled hosts many rowing competitions, including World 

championships. 

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACTS 

Leslie O’Hora 

- Leitrim PPN delegate - 

leslievohora@gmail.com  

 

Wilfred Van Winn 

- Chairperson Leitrim 

Tourism Network – 

leitrimtourismnetwork@gm

ail.com 

 
CARRICK ON SHANNON (IRELAND) 

 Carrick-on-Shannon (Irish: 

Cora Droma Rúisc, meaning 

“the weir of the marshy ridge”) 

is the county town of County 

Leitrim in Ireland. It is also the 

smallest main county town in 

the country with 4100 

inhabitants. It is situated on a strategic crossing point of the River 

Shannon, which is one of the most popular inland resorts in Ireland. 

Carrick is also widely acknowledged as an Anglers paradise and there is 

more than 40 lakes within a radius of 10 km around the city site. 
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CONTACTS 

Anne Hall 

- Council Member - 

annehalle@dowcrags.fsnet.

co.uk 

 

Rosemary Park 

- Coniston and district 

International Twinning 

Association - 

rosy@rpark11.freeserve.co.

uk 

 
 CONISTON (GREAT BRITAIN) 

 Coniston (1100 inhabitants) is a 

village and civil parish in the 

Furness region of Cumbria, 

England.  

It is located in the southern part of 

the Lake District National Park: 

Coniston Water, the third longest 

lake in the Lake District. Coniston is a popular spot for hill-walking and 

rock-climbing. At five miles long, and with a maximum depth of 184 feet, 

Coniston has three small islands, all owned by the National Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACTS 

Gábor Papp 

- Mayor - 

hevizpolgarmestere@heviz

ph.hu  

 

Kránitz Judit 

- Assistant - 

kranitz.Judit@hevizph.hu 

 

 
 HÉVIZ (HUNGARY) 

The town of Héviz has 4500 

inhabitants and is located 

near Lake Hévíz, at the western 

end of Lake Balaton.  

It is the largest thermal lake in the 

world, which is available to bath. 

(47,500 square metres).  

The flow of water is very strong and the water in the lake is completely 

replenished every 72 hours.  

The famous town of spas is surrounded by hills, enjoying a unique 

Mediterranean microclimate. 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermal_lake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Square_metre
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CONTACTS 

Riccardo Venchiarutti 

- Mayor - 

rvenchiarutti@hotmail.com 

 

Beatrice Marini 

- Assistant - 

segreteria@festivaldeilaghi.

it 

 

 
 ISEO (ITALY) 

At the southeastern shore of 

Lake Iseo lies the town of  Iseo 

(9200 inhabitants), which has 

a medieval historical centre. 

The town gave the name to the 

lake, which has attracted 

many writers and artists, 

thinkers and inquiring tourists from all over the world for a long time. It 

is an enchanting and romantic lake surrounded by olive and chestnut 

trees. It set among the mountains and embraced by hills that gently and 

gradually slope down towards Franciacorta, an extraordinary wine 

producing area. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACTS 

Gerhard Ecker 

- Mayor - 

OB@lindau.de  

 

Alexander Warmbrunn 

- Department for Culture  - 

Alexander.Warmbrunn@lin

dau.de 

 
 LINDAU (GERMANY) 

Lindau (26000 inhabitants) is 

a major town and an island on 

the eastern side of Lake 

Constance (Bodensee).  

It is the capital of the 

Landkreis or county Lindau, 

Bavaria, and located near the 

borders of Austria (Vorarlberg) and Switzerland (St. Gallen and Thurgau).  

Lindau is the most popular tourist attraction in the South of Germany and 

it is famous for its architecture and outdoor attractions such as cycling, 

sailing, hiking, swimming and camping. 

  

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town#Germany
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lindau_(Insel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Constance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Constance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landkreis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lindau_(district)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vorarlberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canton_of_St._Gallen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thurgau
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CONTACTS 

Oscar Cerezal Orellana  

- Mayor -  

alcaldia@manzanareselreal

.es 

 

Lucía Lopez Carretero 

- Department for Culture - 

lucia.lopez@manzanareselr

eal.es 

 
 MANZANARES EL REAL (SPAIN) 

 Manzanares el Real is a 7200 

inhabitant town in the 

autonomous Community of 

Madrid.  

The village is located by lake 

Santillana in the Cuenca Alta 

del Manzanares Regional Park, 

by Pedriza a protected park that is listed in the Worldwide Biosphere 

Reserves and is one of the most stunning landscapes in the Region of 

Madrid.  

Mendoza´s Castle is considered one of the best-preserved medieval 

fortresses in Spain. 

  

 

 

 
 

CONTACTS 

Jovan Stojanoski 

- Mayor - 

info@ohrid.com.mk 

 

Antonio Baleski 

- Department of Economic 

Development -

antoniobaleski@ohridler.go

v.mk 

 

 
 OHRID (MACEDONIA) 

Ohrid is a city in the Republic of 

Macedonia, with over 42000 

inhabitant and one of the most 

important lakes of the Balkans.  

The town is notable for once 

having had 365 churches, and 

has been referred to as a 

“Jerusalem of the Balkans”. The city is rich in picturesque houses and 

monuments, and tourism is predominant.  

In fact, Ohrid is one of only 28 sites that are part of UNESCO’s World 

Heritage that are both Cultural and Natural sites. 
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CONTACTS 

José Calixto  

– Mayor and President 

ADRAL – 

presidente@cm-reguengos-

monsaraz.pt 

 

Anabela Caeiro 

- Assistant - 

belacaeiro@gmail.com 

 
 REGUENGOS DE MONSARAZ (PORTUGAL) 

Reguengos de Monsaraz is a 

community of some 11.000 

inhabitants on the shore of Lake 

Alqueva the largest European 

artificial lake, now a very popular 

touristic destination.  

The lake covers 5 Alentejo and 

some Spanish ones across the water border.  

The Region is very well known for its wines and for the project Dark Sky 

Alqueva, the first starlight tourism destination in the world. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACTS 

Otto Kloiber  

- Mayor - 

otto.kloiber@gemgilgen.at 

 

Franz Mayrhofer  

- Tourist Office Director - 

office@dallmann.at 

 

 
 SANKT GILGEN (AUSTRIA) 

Sankt Gilgen is a picturesque village 

of 3800 inhabitants by 

the Wolfgangsee in the Austrian 

state of Salzburg, in the 

‘Salzkammergut’ region.  

Sankt Gilgen is situated in the north-

western shore of the 

lake Wolfgangsee, close to Strobl and to the Upper Austrian municipality 

of St. Wolfgang. 

It is one of the most popular touristic and cultural destinations in Austria 

very well known for sport and tourism venues. 
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CONTACTS 

Bogdan Laban 

- Mayor - 

mayor@subotica.rs 

 

Erika Kudlik 

- Assistant - 

ler@subotica.rs 

 
 SUBOTICA (SERBIA) 

Subotica is a city in 

northern Vojvodina, Serbia, 

with a population of 98.00 

inhabitants.  

Subotica is a multiethnic city, 

with Hungarians (35.65%), 

Serbs (27.02%), Croats 

(10.00%) and Bunjevci (9.67%) as largest ethnic groups.  

The lake of Palic that belongs to the Municipality, is one of the most 

popular destinations in Serbia and the host of a film festival. Lake Palić 

is the largest natural lake in Serbia. 
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EUROPEAN PROJECTS 

 

Funded projects 

 

2012 -  Citizenship EACEA – Europe for Citizens 

“nEUlakes”  - Participatory network for social, cultural, environmental and economic development of European Lakes. 

Grant: 150,000 Euros 

Partners: Iseo (Leading Partner), Sarnico (Italy), Bled (Slovenia), Tamsweg (Austria), Coniston (Uk) 

 

2014 – Erasmus 

“Iris – a bridge for Europe”, networking students from Italy, Austria, Slovenia and Macedonia 

Grant: 25,000 Euros 

Partners: Iseo (LP), Bled, Ohrid and Tamsweg 

 

2015 – COSME 

“LAKtive tourism – Improving senior tourism on small-medium lakeside towns in Europe” 

Grant: 233,000 Euros 

Partners: Iseo (LP), Ohrid, Manzanares El Real, Leitrim County (Ireland), Bled, Candia Canavese (Italy) 

 

2016 - Citizenship EACEA – Europe for Citizens  

Town twinning between Iseo (Italy) and Manzanares El Real (Spain) 

Grant: 50,000 Euros 

 

2018 – Erasmus 

“Youth & SPA” 

Grant: 46,603 Euros 

Partners: Hevìz (LP), Iseo 

 

Non-funded projects 

 

2015 – Erasmus Plus 

“Susport – sustainable sport on European lakes” 

Grant: 371,000 Euros 

Partners: Iseo (LP), Ohrid, Mananares El Real, Bled, Sulkava  

 

2015 - Erasmus Plus 

“I like the lake – Sports on European lakes” 

Grant: 371,000 Euros 

Partners: Iseo (LP), Ohrid, Mananares El Real, Bled, Sulkava  

 

 

2017 – COSME 

“Romantic roots – Discovery European roots since prehistory through European lakes Grand Tour” 

Grant: 290,000 Euros 

Partners: AGT Lake Iseo (LP), Ohrid, Lindau, Skt. Gilgen, Manzanares e Navigazione lago di Lugano. 
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2017 – Europe for Citizens 

“nEUs – Next to European seniors” 

Grant: 150,000 Euros 

Partners: Iseo (LP), Manzanares El Real, Heviz, Bohinj  

 

2018 – Europe for Citizens 

“nEUs – Next to European seniors” 

Grant: 150,000 Euros 

Partners: Iseo (LP), Manzanares El Real, Heviz, Bohinj 

 

2018 – Creative Europe 

“PALCO – Perfecting Atelier Lirica and Canto d’Opera” 

Grant: 332,000 Euros 

Partners: Iseo (LP), Istituto Superiore di studi musicali ‘Donizzetti’ (Bergamo, Italy), AGT Lake Iseo, Bell’Arte aisbl 

(Braine l’Alleud, Belgium), Manzanares El Real, Bohinj, Communauté des Communes de Lac d'Aiguebelette. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


